
 

 

On June 23-24, 2007, Celebrando 2007 brought to life Puerto Rico's cultural traditions 

with a once in a lifetime, all-live music and dance production that celebrated the 10th 

anniversary of Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance! With 

this project we brought back an ALL -STAR cast, 

four beloved Maestros and recognized experts 

with over 30 years of tenure in Puerto Rican folk-

lore, for a master-level music and dance work-

shop of traditional Puerto Rican styles which cul-

minated in a performance that included Joaqin 

Nieves (Director, Guateque Ballet Folklorico de 

Puerto Rico), Dr. Emanuel Dufrasne-Gonzalez 

(renowned Puerto Rican ethnomusicologist and 

Director of Paracumbe), and Nelie Lebron-Robles 

(Director of Paracumbe), Tata Cepeda (Escuela de 

Baile de Bomba Doña Caridad Brenes de Cepeda) 

and Victor "Tico" Fuentes (Loiza). The Maestros 

were delighted to be part of this project because 

they are proud of PRFDance's growth over the 

last decade during which time they have been 

training PRFDance's Director. They enjoyed com-

ing to Austin to personally engage with our com-

pany and to refresh and advance our training in traditional music and dance. The result of this project was a spec-

tacular joint performance that took our audience on a voyage through every major style of Puerto Rican traditional 

dance including Bomba from Cangrejo, Ponce and Loiza; Plena; Bailes de Salon (Danza); Bailes de las Montañas (Seis); 

and the rich Musica de las 40s -- 6 costume changes in all! See more photos on pages 2 and 4. 
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Saludos from the Founding Director  
I can hardly believe we are on the other 

side of our 10th Anniversary and 

celebrating our 11th year! It's is an 

amazing feat for a volunteer-run 

nonprofit, when you think about the 

number of commercial businesses that 

never make it to their 10th year! 

We have many accomplishments to be 

proud of -- from our move last year to a 

permanent location, our affiliation in 

2005 with the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture, to the steady 

growth of our performing company and cultural arts programs 

since 1997, and more. While all of these accomplishments are 

pretty amazing, the one blessing that gives me the most hope 

for our long-term future is the active participation of the next 

generation. It is a joy watching our students begin to take on 

teaching and leadership roles in our beautiful cultural center. 

As a mother, it is also quite a gift watching my son and 

daughter claim their heritage through their own enthusiastic 

participation! 

PRFDance has grown up to be one of four active cultural 

centers on the mainland U.S. that are affiliated with the 

Institute of Puerto Rican Culture because we offer authentic, 

high-quality cultural programming. We have created an anchor 

in the Southwest United States for Puerto Rican cultural arts, 

education and performance. We would like to thank the 

growing number of people in our community who give of 

themselves in small and big ways, through volunteer time and 

donations. I'd like to thank God for His constant energy behind 

all the accomplishments we enjoy today and the positive force 

that keeps us going when things are tough. 

The Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance & Cultural Center is 

dedicated to those who come seeking a 

world-class education in culture and 

folklore, who wish to discover and 

celebrate their identity, who yearn to 

become connected to a community, 

who will inspire and be inspired by 

role models, mentors and friends, and 

who, inside our walls, find a sense of 

pride and a dream for the future. Thank 

you for being a part of it! 

 

Con cariño, naboria daca (su 

servidora), 

Dr. Ana Maria Tekina-eirú Maynard 

Where Iõm From 

PRFDance Teen, Age 14 

 

I am from blue jeans 

from Leviõs and cargo pants. 

I am from a red brick house in the suburbs 

with a garage full of things collected over years. 

I am from the familiar trees, 

the tomatoes and blackberries growing in the garden,  

once blossoming, now withered with heat.  

Iõm from our family gatherings and warmth 

from mis abuelos and my grandparents.  

Iõm from the warm embraces 

and our plentiful potlucks.  

From òmay His face shine upon youó 

and òlove each other always.ó 

Iõm from òwhosoever believeth in Him shall have eternal 

lifeó 

and prayer since I was two 

with forever pardoned sins.  

Iõm from Austin, Texas, and Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, 

tostones and baked ham. 

From the arrival of my mother in the U.S., 

from tropical island to cactus-filled plains. 

The love of my sisters, with their sweet brown eyes, 

so honest and so alike, 

the beautiful fan left by mi bisabuela, 

bearing the name of the pearl of the Caribbean,  

the island of Borinquen , whose nights are filled 

with the serenade of the coquis, 

daughter of the sea and the sun, 

Puerto Rico. 

More Photos from the 10th Anniversary Maestros Reunion -  Page 4 
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Celebrando 2007 - More Highlights 
Workshop with Joaquin Nieves & Guateque  

In preparation for the big show in June, we were honored to 

bring the first of the four Maestros, Joaquin Nieves, Director of 

Guateque de Puerto Rico, and members of his company (a 

cuatrista, a guitarista, and more guys to dance with) to Austin in 

March for a week-long, master-level workshop on Bailes de Salon 

(Danza, Mazurka, Vals) and fun dramatized estampas set to 

Plena and Seis music. Joaquin has been training the PRFDance 

Director since 1999 and enjoyed returning to Austin to see the 

growth in the com-

pany. He said that the 

repertorio  we have 

built here in 10 years 

took him 20 to build for 

his own company. Joa-

quin and company re-

turned to Austin for the 

Celebrando 2007 - 10 

Year Anniversary Maes-

tros Reunion on June 

23-24, 2007.  

Above ñ Joaquin Nieves and members 

Guateque with Ana Maria and her son, 

William. 

Right ñ Joaquin leads a session during 

the workshop.  

10th Birthday Party at the Center 

On Sunday, September 9, 2007, the Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance & Cultural 

Center celebrated our 10th Anniversary òbirthday styleó with cake and candles 

and informal performances of music and dance by our company and perform-

ing arts students.  The Center was opened up to the community for this free 

event that featured a òBombazoó (Bomba Dance) in which everyone was invited 

to take a turn before the drums!   


