
 

 

 

Our Celebrando 2008 brought the Concilio 
Taino Guatu-Ma-Cu A Boriken to Austin so that 
our community could come to know, for the very 
first time, the native dance, music, history, crafts-
manship, and traditions of our Taino Heritage. 
For many, this project was a life changing experi-
ence that brought to life that which has always 

resounded in our soul. 

On June 15-22, The Concilio Taino returned to 

Austin for the culmination of this project year. 

During "show week" The Concilio built on the 

knowledge we had gained during their work-

shops in April, and joined us for a joint live music 

and dance performance for our community. For 

all, it was a first-exposure to our native traditions 

and scenes of life depicting Ancestral traditions 

before colonial contact. Enjoy the memories! 

  

 

Volume 4, Issue  13 

Celebrando 2008 

Rediscovering Boriken 

Fall 2008 

Inside this issue: 

Directorës Saludos 2 

Naming Ceremony and 
11th Birthday Party  

3 

Celebrando 08 Photos 4 

Upcoming Performances 5 

Classes and Programs 6 

Sponsors & Familia 
Members 

7 

Recipe 8 

Taino burial  Taino Children 

Cacike Cacibaopil, Concilio Taino  



 

 

P A G E 2  R I T M O  Y  C U L T U R A 

Saludos from the Founding Director  
 
 

Our 12th season is in full swing with a calendar of fun activities and memorable 
events. During the summer break, a little bird whispered in my ear that this 
would be the year of the children.  Indeed that is coming to pass in ways I could 
not have imagined!  
 

In September, PRFDance converted our 11th Birthday Celebration into a 
hurricane relief event to help feed the mass exodus of hungry evacuees escaping 
to Austin from our coastal shores in the path of Hurricane Ike. We were one 
family as our youth classes joined our Performing Company in informal 
performances for our community. Our Youth Choir and student percussionists 
performed with the Músicos.  Our dance students and Company performed a 
Bombazo-sing along, and ended with a Taíno Areito dedicated to the hurricane 
families.  
 

In October, our cultural center families -- children, adults, parents, grandparents -- 
enjoyed a 1st annual Taíno Camping Trip at Granger Lake. This four-day event 
flew El Concilio Taíno's Cacike Cacibaopil and Abuela Arani to Austin for a 
weekend celebration of Taíno heritage featuring workshops in clay sculpting 
Taíno style (vasijas de barro) and cassava bread-making traditions. A breathtaking 
Taíno naming ceremony took place at the lake in front of the setting sun, and ten 
children and adults asked to receive their Taíno names.  One evening, the joyful 
sound of Taíno singing and dancing brought visiting Girl Scout Troop 1863 to 
our camp. The weekend made children and adults alike proud to share in this 
heritage!  
 
With already so many wonderful memories to choose from this season, my 

favorite was the debut of our new Youth Company during Killeen's Sociedad Cultural Hispanoamericana's 
Danza Festitval at the Killeen Civic Center (Oct 19). The ballroom was packed with hundreds as the Jr. 
Company shined and performed with PRFDance -- from formal Bailes de Salons to Taino dances in native 
dress.  
 
This season I am writing another original musical -- The Journey Back -- an annual tradition in 
collaboration with Rupert Reyes, that this year has become a full-length, 2-hour production. Not only will 
this be another special story from the heart, I am especially enjoying inventing creative ways all our youth 
classes can participate in this musicial!  
 
PRFDance has grown up to be one of four active cultural centers on the mainland US affiliated with the 
Institute of Puerto Rican Culture for our authentic, high -quality cultural programming. We have created an 
anchor in the Southwest United States for Puerto Rican cultural arts education and performance. The 
Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance & Cultural Center is dedicated to those who come seeking a world-class 
education in culture and folklore, who wish to discover and celebrate their identity, who yearn to become 
connected to a community, who will inspire and be inspired by role models, mentors and friends, and 
who, inside our walls, find a sense of pride and a dream for the future. Thank you for being a part of it!  
 
Con cariño, naboria daca (su servidora),  

Dr. Ana Maria Tekina-eirú Maynard, Founding Director  
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Summer/Fall 2008 Highlights  
 

Naming Ceremony at McKinney Falls 

 

On June 16, 2008 Cacike Cacibaopil held a Naming Cere-

mony at the beautiful McKinney Falls for 20 of our own -- 

men, women, and children -- who felt called to embrace our 

Taino heritage by taking on a Taino name. For many, this 

project was a life changing experience 

that brought to life that which has always 

resounded in our soul. We will never be 

the same.  

Right ñ Cacike Cacibaopil (top row, right) 

and members of Concilio Taino pose with 

members of the PRFDance family during 

a Taino naming ceremony.  

Left ñ Proud PRFDance Jr Company 

member receiving his Taino name! 

11th Birthday Celebration & 

Hurricane Ike Benefit 

On Sunday, September 14, 2008, our Puerto Rican Folkloric 
Dance & Cultural Center converted our originally planned 
11th Birthday Celebration into a Hurricane Ike Relief Event 
that raised food-donations for the Capital Area Food Bank of 
Texas. Just days before, Hurricane Ike hit our coastal shores 

and was headed to 
Austin, Texas. As the 
storm progressed, 
the hurricane altered 
its path making Aus-
tin a safe haven. 

Austin opened its doors to the mass exodus of over 6000 evacuees from 
the coastal regions in its path. Our schools and public facilities were filled 

with families seeking safety from the storm. 

Free and open to the public, this event demonstrated our continued 
committment to share our culture with our community and hand down 
our beautiful heritage to a new generation! Approximately 200 from our 
local community, nearby cities -- and even guest hurricane families -- 
were treated to informal performances of music and dance -- Bomba, 

Plena, Salsa, and Taino music and dance -- by our company and perform-
ing arts students. The community participated in a "Bombazo" and sang 

and danced with us before the barriles!  
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More Photos from the Celebrando 2008 Show and Workshop  

Taino Project Workshop 

& Performance  

With Concilio Taino, 

PRFDance Company & 

their children!  


