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PiraguaMan to the Rescu( insige this issue

Our annual full Hength performance, Sembrando Herencia, took place December 2006 and de-
buted a mini-musical called PiraguaMan. This lively performance
and the professional company performance in a
delightful display of our hard work all year
round. Ana Maria Maynard authored Piragua-
Man and produced it in collaboration with
Rupert Reyes who directs 7eatro Vivo, a bilin-
gual theater serving the Austin community.
The musical was full of historical references to
Puerto Ricods diverse
Dancers and musicians brought to life our past
and tied it into the present while displaying
their skills as they proudly performed colorful
bomba, plena, and modern moves that clearly
enchanted the audience. We enjoyed and ad-
mired the musical ds su
a talented company member. PiraguaManwas
sent by OElI Gran Tost-né, the great spirit i
was only by learning about the history of Puerto Rico and how to perform period appropriate
dances that this superhero was able to attain a sense of pride in his rich cultural background.
Every story needs a villain and oMr. Vainildl
setting obstacles in PiraguaMands pat h. Piragda-.
Man learned the value of his beautiful culture.
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Saludos from the Founding Director

here, celebrating our £G/ear in our brand new home! Last month my kinge teache

masterlevel workshop in music and dance. He was very impressed with the level
talent of our musicians, dancers, and teachers and was proud to see our new cul

10 years what took him 20 years to accomplish!

It seems likely only yesterday...the year was 1997 and-mypr@hold son William Pasqual and | watchg

the traditional dance performances from Mexi

Happy 18' Anniversary, Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance! We can hardly believe we fare

Joaquin Nieves, Director of 30 year old Guateque de Puerto Rico, came to Austin ffor a

nd
ural

center! It was so exciting to hear him say that what we have managed to create irf only

14

pd
co,

Festival. | remember that day, looking down at my baby son and remembering how rich my childhpod
was, filled with Puerto Rican traditions and lively celebrations with congas, guiros, and maracas, apd
dancing all night | ong! On that day, a motherdo

community was born.

In ten years, PRFDance has grown up to be one of four active cultural centers on the mainland U§

affiliated with the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture for our offering of authentic;dugthty cultural
programming. How have we gotten to this place in such a short time? It takesndwer hours of

artistic creation, educational planning and teaching, rehearsals, grant writing, promotions ;@ndagay|

administration that is being carried out by an ever growing number of volunteers. But at the very cpre, we
have God to thank for His constant energy behind all the accomplishments we enjoy today, and the force
that keeps us going when things are tough. Our reward is the realization that we have created a wholeson
family-place that is nurturing the growth of all of our students and company, our staff, and especially the

children. We are also grateful to Ruta Maya Importers and the City of Austin Cultural Arts Division

without their support of our relocation and beyond, we would not be enjoying thenh@/ersary. We
would also like to thank the National Endowment for the Arts for ourgnebunced 2007 NEA
Chairmandés Award that will support the conti
like to thank the growing number of people in our community who give of themselves in small and
ways everyday.

Although there is still construction work to be done to finish our Cultural Center (this summer!), we
ready to take on the future! We are creating an anchor in the Southwest United States for Puerto
culture as one of the few cultural centers in the country, and the only in all of Texas and the four
surrounding states, offering ongoing performance and educational programs in the fidectmss of

nue
Dig

are
Rican

traditional dance, music ensemble, percussion, youth choir, and cultural education for children thrqugh
adults, as well as a professioabel performing company under one roof. With regular participants ffom
San Antonio to Killeen, and an extended audience from Houston to Dallas, the Puerto Rican Folklqric

Dance & Cultural Center is dedicated to those who come seeking aclastdeducation in culture and
folklore; who wish to discover and celebrate their identity; who yearn to become connected to a
community; who will inspire and be inspired by role models, mentors and friends; and who, inside
walls, find a sense of pride and a dream for the future. Thank you for being a part of it!

Con carifio, su servidora,

Dr. Ana Mar“%m Mayyrkamda, Founding Director
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