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On December 9, 2007, PRFDance presented Sembrando
Herencia 2007 to our community. The show included a
recital by our performing arts students and the premier of
the original PRFDance musical, Angelito Boricano, per-
formed by the Companyds mu
youth choir and dancers offered selections of traditional

» songs and Plena, Danza and modern dances accompa-
- nied by the professional Musicos. In the second half of the
show, the story of Angelito Boricano begins with the infa-
mous Hurricane San Ciriaco that ravaged Puerto Rico in
1899. During that storm the Jibaros of Puerto Rico are

) sent an angel, Angelito Boricano. The story follows An-
gelito Boricano on his quest to earn his deluxe wings
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which begins in the mountains of Puerto Rico, continues | Sponsors & Familia 7
through time to the 1950s during the peak of the Great Members
Migration of Puerto Ricans from the Island to New York :
City, and ends up back in the mountains of the Island. The | Re¢iPe 8
{ Company performed period music and dances, including
] * { Seis, Plena and Jive, at each of Angel:
’ ‘ along his journey. This original, bilingual musical was cre-

ated by PRFDance Director Ana Maria Tekinaeiru' May-
Angelito Boricano nard in collaboration with Rupert Reyes, Director of
Teatro Vivo. Although Angelito Borincano is purely fic-
tional, the story is rich in very real Puerto Rican history and traditions. Please enjoy some
photos from Sembrando Herencia 2007 on this page and also on page 4.
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Saludos from the Founding Director

Our cultural center is in the middle of a very exciting year! In February our students and company
members were treated to a Bomba dance and percussion workshop with Tata Cepeda and Victor
Emmanuelli, two of my favorite Maestros from Puerto Rico. While Puerto Rican Masters have beer
training us for 11 years, this is the first opportunity our students have had to experience a worksho

with the children. Given the huge success, we have decided to make workshops with our Maestrog
Puerto Rico a new Sprirgemester tradition!

With that, in April, our cultural center enjoyed another workshop with Maestros from Puerto Rico. T
time, Taino dance, music and song by Cacike Cacibaopil and his people fromM&ueatuA Boriken. For
most of our company, students, and their families this was @fipgisure to Tainos and the traditions g
our Ancestors.

After spending a decade studying, teaching and performing thesgossn of Puerto Rico's folklore Bomba, Plena, Seis,
Danza-- it has been very meaningful to journey back to our "Primera Raiz". Puerto Rico has a rich culture whose origir
traced back to native Taino, Spanish and West African roots. While we know much about our Spanish and African her
Puerto Rican community #arge knows little about our Taino traditions.

Every Puerto Rican student learns that the Tainos were the first people to greet Columbus on his voyage to the Ameri
History documents the extinction of our Ancestors during the 16th century from the abuses of slavery and the new Eul

D with

Masters from Puerto Rico. Our children were inspired by the Maestros and our Maestros were delighted
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diseases for which they had no immunity. What was not well documented was the survival of Taino traditions that becgme part

of what we know today as "Puerto Rican culture.”

The reality is Tainos were not completely extinguished. A census in 1514 found that 40 percent of the "officially recogr
wives of Spanish men were Taina. Petroglyphs in mountain caves and restored ceremonial grounds testify that Tainog
escaped high into the Cordillera Central, the mountain range that runs across the center of Puerto Rico, and quiedly cd
living their traditions.

In retrospect, it's not surprising to learn that in his year 2000 National Science
Foundation research, Juan Carlos Martinez Cruzado, Professor of Genetics at the
University of Puerto Ricévlayagliez, found that 61 percent of all Puerto Ricans carr|
Amerindian mitochondrial DNA from their maternal lines. Taino culture survived th
to Taina mothers who handed down to their children traditions that would become #*
permanent part of our Island's heritage.

Whether participating in classes this semester or making plans to attend one of ou
upcoming events, we hope you enjoy learning about our Taino heritage. Taino cult %
very much alive in all of Puerto Rico, through our vocabulary, music, customs, cult! -
beliefs, and the generous and joyful nature of our people. For this reason, it is impg
that we learn more about our first root, our Primera Raiz. We cannot be a complett
people without knowing the Taino history and legacy that are part of our cultural fa
today.

Con carifio, naboria daca (su servidora),

Dr. Ana Maria Tekinairt Maynard
F " < ;

LeftAA O Mayohuacano, 4
made from a hollowed tree, presented
to the Maynard family

Above fi Ceremonial consecration of
the Mayohuacan
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Spring 2008 Highlights

Celebrando 2008 Rediscovering Borikenfi Taino Workshops

From April 3-8, Cacike Cacibaopil (Martin Veguilla) ofThe Concilio Taino Guatu Ma Cu A Borikenand key leaders
of his Concilio Taino came to Austin from Puerto Rico to personally teach our company, teachers and students
about Taino culture and history. Our cultural center was excited to host the Cacike and his people, who taught a
variety of important Taino traditions including native percussion and dance, songs in Taino, and native craftwork
such as making maracas. We even learned how to play the ancient Taino ballgame of Batu! Our company took
part in its first OAreyto6, a Taino ceremonial dancg, on
Members of Concilio Taino will
return to Austin to perform with
our company in the Celebrando
2008 show on June 21 and 22,
2008. Mark those days on your
calendars!

Right fi Cacike Cacibaopil (top row, left)
and members of Concilio Taino pose with
members of the PRFDance family during
the Taino workshops.

Below fi Audience participation in the
Octavitas celebration

Octavitas Celebration

On January 20, 2008, the Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance & Cultural
Center celebrated "Octavitas" with a performance event, free and
open to the public, featuring live traditional music and dance by our
Professional Company and Performing Arts Youth Students. Approxi-
mately 150 attended from our local community and as far away as
Dallas, Killeen, and San Antonio. Octavitas is the last holiday of the
Christmas Season celebrated on the Island eight days after the
Epiphany. Puerto Rico enjoys one of the longest holiday seasons on
the planet --celebrated from Thanksgiving until the middle of Janu-
ary with joyful music and dance and lively middle of the night,
house-to-house celebrations, waking neighbors and singing aguinal-
dos (holiday songs).

Workshop Series in Puerto Rican StudiesRobert Cl emente, "|The

On February 3, 2008, Edwin Baez hosted the first off PRFI
a die-hard Roberto Clemente fan, presented his lifetime collection of Clemente memorabilia. Roberto Clemente
was the first Latin American player elected to the baseball Hall of Fame and was regarded by many as the

finest all-around player of his era. This series is free and open to the public, so stay tuned for future workshops.
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More Photos from the Sembrando Herencia 2007 Show




