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Sembrando 2009
The Journey Back
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Sembrando Herencia is our an- Directords 2|1
nual full-length performance that
passes on our heritage to a new : :
generation! On December 7th, 1st Annual Taino Family| 3
2008, Puerto Rican Folkloric Camping Trip & Octavity
Dance proudly debuted "The Jour-
ney Back," our newest bilingual
musical, a mystical, action
adventure-comedy about a young | upcoming Performance | 5
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Taino heritage. This original story |Classes and Programs | 6
by PRFDance Director Ana Maria
Tekinaeiru' Maynard was based in
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ration with her teacher and men-
tor Rupert Reyes, Director of
Teatro Vivo.
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Maria was an ordinary waitress in Spanish Harlem until her life
became filled with mystical dreams and adventure. Who is this
Taina woman who appears in her dreams offering a maraca?
Where did her long -lost cousin Bakeiro (Warrior) really come
from, and what is he hiding? Only travelling back to Puerto Rico would solve the hidden mystery that will give birth
to a new generation! Everyone had a part in this year's lively performance showcasing 30 of our own, beginner chil-
dren through professional adults performing traditional Puerto Rican live music and dance - Bomba, Plena, Seis and
Taino --featuring 3 cuatros, 7 bomba drums, panderos de Plena, guitars, Taino mayohuacanes, pots and pans, and
an amazing variety of percussion! We were especially proud to share several music and dance numbers with our new
Junior Company. Many of these dancers, singers, and percussionists have been with us since they were 4 years old!
We were honored to welcome special guests Cherokee David Hoskins & Family, now of Oklahoma (Indian Country),
and Robert Bass of Eagle Point Drum to our musical that celebrated traditions and cultural pride! In the weeks lead-
ing to the show, we enjoyed a Cover Photo Shootwith our main characters, as well as a very special rehearsal where
our Performing Company shared their talents with our Youth Performing Arts Students to prepare them for this joyful
celebration of traditional dance, live music and song. Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance is very proud of our mission to
teach our cultural traditions to the next generation. This year's expanded two -hour musical gave our youth students
a unigue opportunity to perform in a complex musical production. It was a joy to watch them rise to the occasion to
learn the complex material in traditional dance, choir, percussion, and acting!

Sit back and enjoy this harvest from our amazing semester!!

udos


http://www.prfdance.org/sembrando2008.photoshoot.htm

PAGE 2 RITMO Y CULTURA

Saludos from the Founding Director

Saludos!

We are on an exciting, fast moving train to the end of our 12th season that has
- been filled with great classes, memorable events, and the preparation of our end of
season performances that are right in front of us.

This spring brought special events that our entire community enjoyed including
Octavitas with Los Parranderos de Austin which filled our cultural center to brim with
visitors, and our San Valentine Salsa Party where parents enjoyed a night of Salsa Dura
with their children. Our annual Celebrando Spring project brought master workshops in
Bomba and Plena by our Maestros from Mayagtiez, Los Tambores de Felix AlduenFrom
our youth students to our professional company, we enjoyed dance and percussion
workshops in high energy Bomba and Plena that the Alduen Family is known for.

In March, | was surprised and honored to be recognized by the Taino community
with an Areito Award for Dance and Theatre. When they first contacted me, | turned it
down. (I don't do "this" to be rewarded.) But they called and asked me to PLEASE take it,
so | accepted it so that our cultural center can feel proud of the work we do in our
community. To formally accept the award, PRFDance Youth dressed in Taino attuendo
(native dress) and appeared with me in the filming of a short acceptance speech which
was played during the awards ceremony at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe in New York City
on March 28th.

As | look back on all the exciting events over the last several months, the one
thing | will forever remember is that this was "The Year of the Family." This spring sparked a new evolution of
growth for PRFDance that is deep and meaningful. While we have always taken great pride in our cultural arts
classes for children through adults, and program offerings that create a wonderful family atmosphere, this semester
took a turn of "family" in ways | could never have imagined.

This spring, our Coqui Class is exploding with a bumper crop of active 21/2 year olds, truly the hope of the
future! What is even more exciting is that we are discovering that both parents AND grandparents, extended
families, are being drawn to this family-style, mixedage class based in our cultural traditions targeted for young
children and their favorite adult. Parents are remembering their childhood singing along to the Canciones Infantiles
(traditional childhood songs). Grandparents are taking center -circle (with or without their grandchildren) and
reliving their youth playing Juegos Infantiles (traditional children's games). Each week, a lively party ignites when it's
time to learn the rudiments of rhythm and dance in the context of Puerto Rican Bomba and Taino traditions! What is
the most exciting is that our little students are eagerly watching the Youth Dance classes and are enthusiastically
looking forward to graduating into our Youth Dance and Music Programs in another year!

We al so had a | ot of excitement and many beauti fu
performance on April 19th that brought 13,000 out to honor the American Heroes. Our Youth Choir, Junior
Company dancers and percussion students performed with our professional company, PRFDance, for this special
event. What made this semester of preparation a heartfelt surprise was watching Dads sign up for percussion class,
and Moms joining the choir and musician ensemble, to help us prepare a "large" show for this important
performance we would put on for thousands of attendees.

They say "it takes a village to raise a child.In this Year of the Family, we all--together --created that village
at PRFDance. In this day and age when there are too many "bad" influences out in the world pulling on our children,
it's been a wonderful blessing that PRFDance has become a rare place in this City where parents can participate with
their children in music and dance classes and performances, in a wholesome, clean, family atmosphere!

Music and dance is a very important part of Puerto Rican culture. The Puerto Rican Folkloric Dance & Cultura|
Center is dedicated to those who come seeking a world-class education in culture and folklore, who wish to discover
and celebrate their identity, who yearn to become connected to a community, who will inspire and be inspired by
role models, mentors and friends, and who, inside our walls, find a sense of pride and a dream for the future. We
have been named the Ambassadors of Puerto Rican culture in Central Texas. We are all very proud to share the joy g
our rich traditions with our community, and hand down our cultural heritage to the next generation, and to our
children! Thank you for being a part of it!

Con carifio, naboria daca (su servidora),
Dr. Ana Maria Tekinaeird Maynard, Founding Director
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Fall 2008/Spring 2009 Highlights

1st Annual Taino Family
Camping Trip

On Oct 10-13, 2008, our students and their fami-
lies enjoyed a 1st Annual Taino Camping Trip for
the whole family at
Granger Lake, Texas.
This 4day family
campout was the last
event in our Cele-

+ brando 2008 - Taino
Project that brought

_ the Concilio Taino

. Guatu Ma Cu A Boriken to Austin so that our
community could come to know the traditions of
‘| our Taino heritage --for most, for the first time.

¥ had educational activities that taught us how to
4 sculpt in clay (vasijas de barro) and make mara- g5
cas Taino Style. The Cacike taught us one of his |
favorite sports (beyond batu) --Jibaro Fishing!
We made casabe bread in 1000 year old formal ; i
tradition, and, held a beautiful Naming Ceremony in front of sunset waters. At night we
danced Areitos and sang Taino songs.

Octavitas 2009 with Parranderos de Austin

On Sunday, January 18, 2009, the Puerto Rican - - ;‘
Folkloric Dance partnered with The Parranderos l‘g b | |15 “l -

de Austin for the largest "Octavitas" celebration w - ==
Central Texas had ever seen! This performance ' = =) /\—

event was free and open to the public. Hun- =
dreds attended from our local community, as _ /
well as families from as far away as Dallas, - ¥

Killeen, and San Antonio.

This celebration and performance event demon- ¢

strates once again our commitment to share our ; ' =
culture with our community and pass down our b
beautiful heritage to a new generation!
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